
STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT 
 

Recent Op-Eds and Letters of Support: 
• President Obama Statement of Administration Policy: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/113/saps2685s20141117.pdf  
• National Rifle Association (NRA) Op-Ed: 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:5kYWAovlFmIJ:www.washingtontime
s.com/news/2014/nov/14/chris-cox-laura-murphy-bipartisanship-in-defense-
o/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-a  

• R Street Op-Ed: http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/homeland-security/224236-fix-
surveillance-reform  

• Reform Government Surveillance Coalition (AOL, Apple, DropBox, Evernote, Facebook, 
Google, LinkedIn, Microsoft, Twitter, Yahoo): 
http://reformgs.tumblr.com/post/102821955852/open-letter-to-the-us-senate  

• Consumer Electronics Association: http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/technology/224418-
why-the-senate-must-act-now-on-usa-freedom-act  

• DropBox Op-Ed: http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/technology/224119-time-to-tackle-
surveillance-reform  

• Letter from members of President’s Surveillance Review Group: 
http://images.politico.com/global/2014/11/14/letter_to_leahy_and_grassley-review_group.html 

• New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/18/opinion/a-crucial-vote-on-the-
surveillance-bill.html?emc=edit_tnt_20141117&nlid=39159379&tntemail0=y&_r=0  

• Washington Post: http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-senate-should-approve-a-
bipartisan-proposal-to-reform-the-nsa/2014/11/17/6b737e12-6ea5-11e4-8808-
afaa1e3a33ef_story.html?utm_source=NSHR+Rapid+Response&utm_campaign=a77125a176-
NSHR_Alerts_News_October_9&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a915757be-a77125a176-
391763713  

• LA Times: http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-nsa-reform-20141114-story.html  
 
President Obama Statement of Administration Support (SAP): President Obama issued a SAP 
stating that the “Administration strongly supports Senate passage of S. 2685, the USA FREEDOM 
Act. In January, the President called on Congress to enact important changes to the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) that would keep our Nation safe, while enhancing  
privacy and better safeguarding our civil liberties,” and echoing the Attorney General and Director 
of National Intelligence’s assurances that the bill would not interfere with the Intelligence 
Community’s operational capabilities.  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/113/saps2685s20141117.pdf  
 
Administration and Intelligence Community Support: Director of National Intelligence James 
Clapper and Attorney General Eric Holder wrote to Senator Leahy voicing support for the USA 
FREEDOM Act, stating that it will “accommodate operation needs while providing appropriate 
protections,” and confirming that it bans bulk collection, increases transparency, and reforms the 
FISA Court. 
http://justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Holder-Clapper-Letter.pdf   
 
 
 



Members of Congress: 
House Judiciary Chairman, Representative Goodlatte, supports passing of the USA FREEDOM 
Act, and issued a press release stating that, “I agree with Senator Wyden and the tech community 
that last year’s national security leaks have had a commercial and financial impact on American 
technology companies,” and that “[w]hen the Senate returns in November, it must pass the USA 
Freedom Act in order to protect Americans’ civil liberties and to ensure that American tech 
companies can begin to rebuild trust with their customers and flourish in the global economy.” 
http://goodlatte.house.gov/press_releases/597  
 
Representative Sensenbrenner also strongly supports the USA FREEDOM Act, writing to Senate 
leadership to tell them that he fully endorses the bill, that it institutes necessary reforms, and that “it 
would be a critical mistake not to take advantage of this coalition” and pass the USA FREEDOM 
Act this Congress. 
http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/uploadedfiles/usa_freedom.pdf  
 
Representative Conyers and House Judiciary Democrats released a statement of support for the 
USA FREEDOM Act, calling it “critical legislation” that “reinforces our commitment to protecting 
the civil liberties and rights of all Americans.” 
http://democrats.judiciary.house.gov/press-release/house-judiciary-democrats-laud-senator-
leahy%E2%80%99s-introduction-usa-freedom-act  
 
Major News Organizations:  
New York Times: The New York Times published an op-ed strongly supporting passage of the 
USA FREEDOM Act, calling it “a good way to begin restoring individual privacy that has been 
systematically violated by government spying.” The Editorial board cautioned that with its rising 
Libertarian wing, “[t]he Republican Party is so badly fractured that it is impossible to tell what steps 
it will take on domestic surveillance once it assumes control of Congress in January,” but given 
Republican leadership’s support of the Intelligence Community’s surveillance programs, reform 
will likely be watered down in the next Congress if it is not passed now.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/18/opinion/a-crucial-vote-on-the-surveillance-
bill.html?emc=edit_tnt_20141117&nlid=39159379&tntemail0=y&_r=0  
 
Washington Post: The Washington Post endorsed passage of the USA FREEDOM Act, calling it, 
“the most promising National Security Agency reform proposal before Congress,” and warns that 
“[a]s the Senate works on the proposal over the coming days, it should preserve that delicate and 
authentic compromise,” such as amendments that would weaken or undermine the bill’s reforms. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-senate-should-approve-a-bipartisan-proposal-to-
reform-the-nsa/2014/11/17/6b737e12-6ea5-11e4-8808-
afaa1e3a33ef_story.html?utm_source=NSHR+Rapid+Response&utm_campaign=a77125a176-
NSHR_Alerts_News_October_9&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a915757be-a77125a176-
391763713 
 
LA Times: The LA Times endorsed the USA FREEDOM Act, and noted that “[t]o the extent that 
searches of metadata do enhance U.S. intelligence, they can still be conducted under the Leahy bill 
— but with privacy safeguards written into the law.” 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-nsa-reform-20141114-story.html  
 
 
 



Civil Society Organizations: 
A broad coalition of dozens of right-side, technology, civil and human rights, and transparency 
organizations have written multiple letters to Congress supporting the USA FREEDOM Act, stating 
that it “would meaningfully amend the laws that authorize some of the most deeply concerning 
domestic records collection programs,” by prohibiting bulk collection, increasing transparency, and 
reforming the secret FISA Court.  
• July 30, 2014: 

http://www.newamerica.net/sites/newamerica.net/files/program_pages/attachments/Coalition_Lt
r_Supporting_S2685_USA_FREEDOM_Act_073014.pdf 

• September 4, 2014: 
http://oti.newamerica.net/sites/newamerica.net/files/program_pages/attachments/Coalition%20L
etter%20Supporting%20USA%20FREEDOM-
%20Opposing%20Data%20Retention_CISA_9%204%2014.pdf  

• October 6, 2014: http://www.openthegovernment.org/sites/default/files/2014-BORDC-coalition-
letter-re-USA-Freedom-Act.pdf  

 
The National Rifle Association (NRA) also issued a strong statement of support, calling the USA 
FREEDOM Act “a positive step toward protecting the privacy of innocent Americans and ensuring 
that surveillance activities are properly and narrowly focused on actual threats to the nation’s 
security.” 
http://www.nraila.org/legislation/federal-legislation/2014/9/usa-freedom-act-would-curtail-
government-surveillance-programs.aspx  
 
American Tech Industry and Trade Associations 
Reform Government Surveillance, ITI, BSA, SIIA, CCIA: Major U.S. technology and Internet 
companies came out in strong support of the USA FREEDOM Act.  The Reform Government 
Surveillance Coalition, on behalf of AOL, Apple, Dropbox, Evernote, Facebook, Google, LinkedIn, 
Microsoft, Twitter, and Yahoo!, along with four leading tech industry trade associations, wrote a 
letter to Senate leadership urging support for the USA FREEDOM Act, stating that it “will send a 
clear signal to the international community and to the American people that government 
surveillance programs are narrowly tailored, transparent, and subject to oversight,” and that the 
USA FREEDOM Act’s reforms “are necessary to help restore public trust in both the U.S. 
government and the U.S. technology sector, as well as to continue the innovative and competitive 
success of the American tech sector in global markets.” 
http://www.itic.org/dotAsset/d/d/dd788cbe-96d8-4a0e-a0cd-76139a12a164.pdf  
 
Consumer Electronics Association (CEA): CEA wrote a letter to the Senate and an editorial 
strongly supporting passage of the USA FREEDOM Act, saying that it will allow businesses “to be 
able to send a clear message to consumers in the U.S. and abroad that their private  
information is theirs alone.”  
Letter: http://www.ce.org/CorporateSite/media/Government-
Media/GLA/CEASupportsUSAFREEDOMAc.pdf   
Op-Ed: http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/technology/224418-why-the-senate-must-act-now-
on-usa-freedom-act   
 
 
 
 



LIST OF SUPPORTERS 
 

This list is a compilation of Administration officials, companies and trade associations, and 
nationwide civil society organizations that have signed letters or issues public statements of support. 
It illustrates the broad support the USA FREEDOM Act enjoys, and is not comprehensive.    
 
Administration and Intelligence Community 
President Obama 
Director of National Intelligence Clapper 
Attorney General Holder 
 
Major News Organizations 
LA Times 
New York Times 
Washington Post 
 
Companies and Trade Associations 
Reform Government Surveillance (AOL, Apple, Dropbox, Evernote, Facebook, Google, LinkedIn, 
Microsoft, Twitter, and Yahoo!) 
Business Software Alliance (BSA) 
Computer and Communications Industry Association (CCIA) 
Information Technology Industry Council (ITI) 
Software and Information Industry Association (SIIA) 
Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) 
 
Civil Society Groups:    
Right Side Groups 
Hon. Bob Barr, former Congressman 
Center for Effective Government 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
DownsizeDC.org, Inc. 
FreedomWorks 
Libertarian Party 
Liberty Coalition 
National Rifle Association (NRA) 
R Street Institute 
Republican Liberty Caucus 
Rutherford Institute 
 
Tech and Digital Rights Groups 
Access 
Campaign for Digital Fourth Amendment Rights 
Center for Democracy and Technology (CDT) 
Cyber Privacy Project 
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) 
New America’s Open Technology Institute (OTI) 
Public Knowledge 
TechFreedom 
Student Net Alliance 



Civil and Human Rights, and Transparency and Oversight Groups 
Advocacy for Principled Action in Government 
Alliance for Global Justice 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
American Association of Law Libraries 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
American Library Association (ALA) 
Arab American Institute 
Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries 
Association of Research Libraries 
Bill of Rights Defense Committee 
Brennan Center for Justice 
Campaign for Reader Privacy  
Center for Media and Democracy/The Progressive 
Center for National Security Studies (CNSS) 
Charity & Security Network 
Citizen Outreach 
Constitution Alliance 
The Constitution Project 
Council on American Islamic Relations 
Defending Dissent Foundation 
Free Press Action Fund 
Freedom of the Press Foundation 
Generation Opportunity 
Government Accountability Project (GAP) 
Human Rights Watch 
Immigrant Support Network 
James Madison Project 
Media Alliance 
Medical Library Association 
National Coalition Against Censorship 
National Coalition to Protect Civil Freedoms 
National Immigrant Solidarity Network 
National Lawyers Guild 
National Network for Arab American Communities 
National Security Counselors 
OpenMedia.org 
OpenTheGovernment.org 
PEN American Center 
PolitiHacks 
Project On Government Oversight (POGO) 


